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CONTACT INFORMATION:

   Rudy Bellani

   1230 York Ave. Box #232

   New York, New York   10021

   (480) 353-6150

   Rudy.Bellani@Rockefeller.edu

 


EDUCATION:

   Jul 05 – Current
The Rockefeller University 
   
Neuroscience (expected degree: Ph.D.) 





Ph.D. Advisors: Fernando Nottebohm, Tao Sun 
  

   Aug 00 – Jul 05
Barrett Honors College, Arizona State University 

     


Psychology (B.S.)



  

   Honors Thesis: "Anxiety can predict spatial memory impairments        following chronic stress but not HPA axis characteristics”

  

   Thesis Advisor: Dr. Cheryl D. Conrad
   

 
     


Biology (minor)

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE:

   Jan 01 - Feb 02
Evolutionary Biology – Arizona State University



Susan M. Bertram, Ph.D.

Studied environmental factors that may influence male cricket calling behavior.

   Feb 02 – July 05
Behavioral Neuroendocrinology – Arizona State University




Cheryl D. Conrad, Ph.D.

Studied the morphological and behavioral changes that occur due to stress in rats. In my honors research project, investigated what subject-dependent factors make individuals susceptible to the effects of chronic stress. Additional projects under my supervision included the effects of stress on memory retrieval.
   June 04 – Feb 06    Developmental Neuroendocrinology – Rockefeller University

Bruce S. McEwen, Ph.D.

Worked on multiple projects studying the development of the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis during puberty.

   May 04 – June 04    Behavioral Neuroendocrinology – Stanford University
Robert M. Sapolsky, Ph.D.

Investigated the effects of chronic stress on the corticosterone dose response curve and memory function.
   Jan 07 – Current
Behavioral and Molecular Neurobiology – Rockefeller University



Fernando Nottebohm, Ph.D. (Ph.D Advisor)




Tao Sun, Ph.D. (Cornell University)


Finding the developmental program that guides brain asymmetry and the lateralization of cognitive function.

PUBLICATIONS:
   Oct 2007   

Romeo, R.D., Ali, F.S., Karatsoreos, I.N., Bellani, R., Chhua, N., Vernov, M. & McEwen, B.S. Glucocorticoid receptor mRNA expression in the hippocampal formation of male rats before and after pubertal development in response to acute or repeated stress. Neuroendocrinology, Online: Oct 8

   Jun 2007

Hunter, R.G., Bellani, R., Bloss, E., Costa A., Romeo, R.D. & McEwen, B.S. (2007). Regulation of CART mRNA by stress and corticosteroids in the hippocampus and amygdala. Brain Research, 4 (11): 234-240.

   Apr 2006

Romeo, R.D., Bellani, R., Karatsoreos, I. N., Chhua, N., Vernov, M. A., Conrad, C. D., & McEwen B. S. (2006). Stress history and pubertal development interact to shape hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis plasticity. Endocrinology, 147: 1664-1674. 

   Jan 2006

Bellani, R., Luecken, L. & Conrad, C.D. (2006). Peripubertal anxiety profile can predict predisposition to spatial memory impairments following chronic stress. Behavioural Brain Research, 166: 263-270.  


   Dec 2005

Romeo, R.D., Bellani, R., & McEwen, B.S. (2005).Pubertal changes in stress-induced progesterone secretion. Stress, 8: 265-271.

   Nov 2004

Bertram, S.M., Orozco, X., & Bellani, R. (2004). Temporal shifts in conspicuousness: mate attraction displays of the Texas field cricket Gryllus texensis. Ethology, 110 (12): 963-975.

   Jul 2002

Bertram, S.M., & Bellani, R. (2002). Influence of photoperiod on temporal mate signaling patterns in the Texas field cricket, Gryllus texensis. Journal of Insect Behavior, 15(4): 607-615.


   (References available upon request)
AWARDS/ HONORS:

     Mar 2006 

National Science Foundation (NSF) Fellowship
Awarded fellowship on a competitive basis.

     Mar 2006

Neurobiology Course: Marine Biological Laboratory (Woods Hole)
Accepted on a competitive basis. Nine week lecture/lab course on electrophysiology, imaging, and molecular biology.

   Aug 2005

Charles H. Turner Award: Animal Behavioral Society/NSF 
Grant recipient
Travel, lodging, and food costs were provided to attend the Animal Behavior Society conference in Snowbird Colorado.
   Aug 2005

Animal Behavior Society Diversity Award
Award includes registration fee for the Animal Behavior meeting.
   Apr 2005

Ernest Lindholm Award: Arizona State University



Awarded to the outstanding senior in Biopsychology

   Apr 2005

Western Alliance to Expand Student Opportunities (WAESO)
Grant Recipient
Received $250 stipend to attend meeting, present research and explore job opportunities in academia and industry.
   Jun – Aug 04
FASEB-MARC Summer Research Funding 
Grant Recipient 




Federal funding for minority students to perform summer research. Funding served as reimbursement to Rockefeller University’s summer SURF program.
   Jun – Aug 04
Accepted to the Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (SURF)



Funding to perform research at Rockefeller University for 2.5 months. Includes housing, travel, and $2500 stipend.

   Jun – Aug 04
Accepted to the Stanford Summer Research Program (SSRP)



Funding to perform research at Stanford University for 2 months. Includes housing, travel, and $2000 stipend. 

   May 2004  

Stanford Undergraduate Psychology Conference (SUPC)



Presentation capability awarded on a selective basis.

   Mar 2004

Western Alliance to Expand Student Opportunities (WAESO)
Grant Recipient
Received $250 stipend to present research and learn of minority opportunities in academia.
   Jan 04 – May 05 
Admission to Undergraduate Honors Sequence in Psychology



Admission awarded on a competitive basis. A year long forum involving 12-credit hours to enrich research background and complete my Honors Thesis.

   Aug 03 – Jun 05
Minority Access to Research Careers (MARC) 




Grant Recipient




Receiving funds from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to conduct 

undergraduate research under a faculty mentor for a period of two years. Monthly stipend, tuition, travel money, research money, and health insurance were awarded.

   May 02 - Aug 03     Biology Research Experience for Undergraduates (BREU)




Grant Recipient
Received funds from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) to conduct undergraduate research under a faculty mentor for a period of up to two years. Monthly stipend, travel money, and research money were awarded.

   Apr 2003

Western Alliance to Expand Student Opportunities (WAESO) 
Grant Recipient
Received $500 to present research and explore academia as a possible         career.
   May 2002             
Charles H. Turner Award: Animal Behavioral Society/NSF 
Grant recipient
Travel, lodging, and food were provided to attend the Animal Behavior Society conference at Indiana State University.
   Feb 2001

Hexapodium Center for Insect Science Poster Presentation Award

Tied for 2nd place (Competed against all levels, undergraduate – Ph.D.).
$250 research award.
   Aug 00 - May 02     Undergraduate Mentoring in Environmental Biology (UMEB)




Grant Recipient
Received funds from the National Science Foundation (NSF) to conduct undergraduate research under a faculty mentor for a period of two years. Monthly stipend, travel money, and research money were awarded.
MENTORING EXPERIENCE:

    Aug 2007

Minority Access to Research Careers (MARC: Arizona State University)



Invited and paid to travel to speak to undergraduates about graduate school

    Mar 2006

S3 Program (Barnard College)




Presenter and mentor for female high school students 

   Nov 2005

Society for Neuroscience Mentorship Program




Student mentor for an undergraduate

   Jun 05 – Aug 05
Summer Undergraduate Research Program (SURF) 



Student leader

PRESENTATIONS /POSTERS:

   Invited Talks:

      Jun 2005

Math-Science Honors Program, Arizona State University. Bellani, R. (2005). Real-life Superheroes: How neuroscience is changing the way we understand “normal.”  

      Jan 2004

Harold and Margaret Milliken Hatch Laboratory of Neuroendocrinology, Bruce McEwen Lab, The Rockefeller University. Bellani, R.  (2004). Anxiety can predict susceptibility to the effects of chronic psychological stress.

   Additional Oral Presentations:

      May 2005

7th Annual Minority Access to Research Careers (MARC) symposium. (2005). Bellani, R. Anxiety predicts spatial memory impairment following chronic stress. 

      Apr 2005

West Coast Biological Sciences: Undergraduate Research Conference. Bellani, R. (2005). Peripubertal anxiety predicts HPA axis characteristics and spatial memory impairment following chronic stress.
       May 2004 
Stanford Undergraduate Psychology Conference. Bellani, R. (2004). Anxiety can predict spatial memory deficits following chronic stress.  

   Primary Poster Presenter:

       Aug 2005

Animal Behaviour Society. Snowbowl UT. Bellani, R., Harman, J.H., Wright, R.L. & Conrad, C.D. (2005). Anxiety profile in rats can predict stress reactivity.
      Apr 2005 

Western Alliance to Expand Student Opportunities (WAESO). Bellani, R., Koeneman, B.A. & Capco, D.G. (2005). The Effects of Stress on Stem Cell Differentiation in the Prepubertal Rat Brain.
      Oct 2004 

Society for Neuroscience Abstracts 316.1. San Diego, CA. Bellani, R. & Conrad, C.D. (2004). Prepubertal anxiety can predict spatial memory impairment following chronic restraint stress in adulthood.
      Apr 2004 

Western Alliance to Expand Student Opportunities (WAESO). Bellani, R., Conrad, C.D. (2004). Anxiety can predict spatial memory deficits following chronic stress.
      Feb 2004

Undergraduate Biology Enrichment Program (UBEP). Bellani, R., & Conrad, C.D. (2004). Arizona State University. Prepubertal anxiety can predict susceptibility to chronic stress-induced spatial memory impairment: the interaction between the environment and the self in experience.
      Nov 2003

Society for Neuroscience Abstracts 29: 507.5. New Orleans, LA. Conrad, C.D., Wright, R.L., Harman, J.S., Bellani, R., Hobbs, R.J., Grote, K.A., & Lyon, B. (2003).  Acute stress reduces context discrimination, a hippocampal-dependent task. 


      Apr 2003

Western Alliance to Expand Student Opportunities (WAESO). Bellani, R., & Conrad, C.D. (2003). Prepubertal anxiety may predict susceptibility to chronic stress-induced effects on the hippocampus. 

      Feb 2003

Undergraduate Biology Enrichment Program (UBEP). Bellani, R., & Conrad, C.D. (2003). Arizona State University. (2003). Prepubertal anxiety may predict susceptibility to chronic stress-induced effects on the hippocampus. 

      Jul 2002

Animal Behavior Society. Indiana State University. Bellani, R., Orozco, X., & Bertram, S.M. (2002). Effects of female crickets and acoustically orientating parasitoid flies on male courtship behavior in the Texas field cricket, Gryllus texensis. 

      Apr 2002

Hexapodium Center for Insect Science. University of Arizona. Bellani, R., Orozco, X., & Bertram, S. M. (2002). Effects of female crickets and acoustically orientating parasitoid flies on male courtship behavior in the Texas field cricket, Gryllus texensis. 

      Feb 2002   
Undergraduate Biology Enrichment Program (UBEP). Bellani, R., Orozco, O., & Bertram, S.M. (2002). Arizona State University. Crickets know they’ stuff: effects of potential mates and parasitoids on male calling behavior in the field cricket Gryllus texensis. 
      Jul 2001

Animal Behavior Society. Oregon State University. Bellani, R., & Bertram, S.M. (2001). Influence of photoperiod on acoustic mating signals of the Texas field cricket, Gryllus texensis. 

      Apr 2001

Hexapodium Center for Insect Science. University of Arizona. Bellani, R., & Bertram, S.M. (2001). Influence of photoperiod on acoustic mating signals of the Texas field cricket, Gryllus texensis. 

PRINTED ABSTRACTS:

   National:

      Nov 2005

Society for Neuroscience Abstracts. Washington D.C. Romeo, R.D., Bellani, R., Karatsoreos, I.N., Chhua, N., Vernov M., Conrad, C.D. & McEwen, B.S. (2005). Stress history and pubertal development interact to shape hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal (HPA) axis plasticity.
      Nov 2005

Society for Neuroscience Abstracts. Washington D.C. Hunter, R.G., Romeo, R.D., Bellani, R. & McEwen B.S. (2005). Differences in CART mRNA expression between adult and adolescent rats in Hippocampus and Amygdala.
      Nov 2005

Society for Neuroscience Abstracts. Washington D.C. Wright, R.L., Baran, S.E., McLaughlin, K.J., Harman, J.S., Bellani, R., Gomez, J. & Conrad, C.D. (2005). Reducing corticosterone on the day of behavioral assessment prevents chronic stress-induced spatial memory impairments on the Y-maze. 

      Aug 2005

Animal Behaviour Society. Snowbowl UT. Bellani, R., Harman, J.H., Wright, R.L. & Conrad, C.D. (2005). Anxiety profile in rats can predict stress reactivity.
      Apr 2005 

Western Alliance to Expand Student Opportunities (WAESO). Bellani, R., Koeneman, B.A. & Capco, D.G. (2005). The Effects of Stress on Stem Cell Differentiation in the Prepubertal Rat Brain.
      Apr 2005

West Coast Biological Sciences: Undergraduate Research Conference. Bellani, R., Harman, J.S. & Conrad, C.D. (2005). Peripubertal anxiety predicts HPA axis characteristics and spatial memory impairment following chronic stress.
      Oct 2004 

Society for Neuroscience Abstracts 316.1. San Diego, CA. Bellani, R. & Conrad, C.D. (2004). Prepubertal anxiety can predict spatial memory impairment following chronic restraint stress in adulthood.
      Oct 2004 

Society for Neuroscience Abstracts 316.3. San Diego, CA. Wright, R.L., Lightner, E.L., Bellani, R., Harman J.S. & Conrad, C.D. (2004). Chronic stress-induced spatial memory deficits are prevented by metyrapone treatment on the day of behavioral assessment.
      May 2004  
Stanford Undergraduate Psychology Conference (SUPC). Bellani, R., Wright R.L., Lightner, L., Conrad, C.D. (2004). Anxiety can predict spatial memory deficits following chronic stress.
      May 2004 

Western Psychological Alliance (WPA). Wright, R.L., Harman, J.S., Bellani, R., Baran, S.E., Jackson, J.L., Kleen J.K., McLaughlin, K.J., Tsekhanov, S., Zachow, K. & Conrad, C.D. (2004). Chronic Stress impairs spatial memory selectively on the Y-maze.  

      May 2004 

Western Psychological Alliance (WPA). McLaughlin, K.J., Baran, S.E., Wright, R.L., Jackson, J.L., Kleen J.K., Bellani, R., Harman, J.S., Weiczorek, L., Tsekhanov, S. & Conrad, C.D. (2004).  Estrogen replacement affects chronically stressed female rats differently than controls.

      Apr 2004 

Western Alliance to Expand Student Opportunities (WAESO). Bellani, R., Conrad, C.D. (2004). Anxiety can predict spatial memory deficits following chronic stress.
      Nov 2003

Society for Neuroscience Abstracts 29: 507.3. New Orleans, LA. McLaughlin, K.J., Baran, S.E., Wright, R.L., Jackson, J.L., Kleen, J.K., Bellani, R., Harman, J.S., Wieczorek, L., Tsekhanov, S., & Conrad, C.D. (2003). Overectomized rats exposed to chronic stress show functional spatial memory regardless of estrogen replacement, whereas controls are impaired with estrogen replacement. 
      Nov 2003

Society for Neuroscience Abstracts 29: 507.4. New Orleans, LA. Wright, R.L., Harman, J.S., Bellani, R., Baran, S.E., Jackson, J.L., Kleen, J.K., McLaughlin, K.J., Tsekhanov, S., Zackow, K., & Conrad, C.D. (2003). Chronic stress and hippocampal lesion impair Y-maze performance when salient internal cues are absent but not when salient internal cues are present.
      Nov 2003

Society for Neuroscience Abstracts 29: 713.5. New Orleans, LA. Baran, S.E., Campbell, A.M., Wright, R.L., Bellani, R., Zackow, K.A., Kleen, J.K., Wieczorek, L., Conrad, C.D., & Diamond, D.M. (2003). Chronic psychological stress produces dendritic atrophy in the hippocampus only in stressed rats fed a high fat diet.

      Nov 2003

Society for Neuroscience Abstracts 29: 507.5. New Orleans, LA. Conrad, C.D., Wright, R.L., Harman, J.S., Bellani, R., Hobbs, R.J., Grote, K.A., & Lyon, B. (2003).  Acute stress reduces context discrimination, a hippocampal-dependent task. 


      Apr 2003

Western Alliance to Expand Student Opportunities (WAESO). Bellani, R., & Conrad, C.D. (2003). Arizona State University. (2003). Prepubertal anxiety may predict susceptibility to chronic stress-induced effects on the hippocampus. 

      Jul 2002

Animal Behavior Society. Indiana State University. Bellani, R., Orozco, X., & Bertram, S.M. (2002). Effects of female crickets and acoustically orientating parasitoid flies on male courtship behavior in the Texas field cricket, Gryllus texensis. 

      Apr 2002

Hexapodium Center for Insect Science. University of Arizona. Bellani, R., Orozco, X., & Bertram, S. M. (2002). Effects of female crickets and acoustically orientating parasitoid flies on male courtship behavior in the Texas field cricket, Gryllus texensis. 

      Jul 2001

Animal Behavior Society. Oregon State University. Bellani, R., & Bertram, S.M. (2001). Influence of photoperiod on acoustic mating signals of the Texas field cricket, Gryllus texensis. 

      Apr 2001

Hexapodium Center for Insect Science. University of Arizona. Bellani, R., & Bertram, S.M. (2001). Influence of photoperiod on acoustic mating signals of the Texas field cricket, Gryllus texensis. 

   Local:

      May 2005

7th Annual Minority Access to Research Careers (MARC) symposium. (2005). Bellani, R. Anxiety predicts spatial memory impairment following chronic stress.
      Mar 2005

Undergraduate Biology Enrichment Program (UBEP). Harman, J., Bellani, R., & Conrad, C.D. (2005). Arizona State University. Peri-pubertal anxiety profiles in male rats may predict HPA-axis characteristics in adulthood.
      Feb 2004

Undergraduate Biology Enrichment Program (UBEP). Bellani, R., & Conrad, C.D. (2004). Arizona State University. Prepubertal anxiety can predict susceptibility to chronic stress-induced spatial memory impairment: the interaction between the environment and the self in experience.
      Feb 2003

Undergraduate Biology Enrichment Program (UBEP). Bellani, R., & Conrad, C.D. (2003). Arizona State University. (2003). Prepubertal anxiety may predict susceptibility to chronic stress-induced effects on the hippocampus. 

      Feb 2002   
Undergraduate Biology Enrichment Program (UBEP). Bellani, R., Orozco, O., & Bertram, S.M. (2002). Arizona State University. Crickets know they’ stuff: effects of potential mates and parasitoids on male calling behavior in the field cricket Gryllus texensis. 
12

